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Holy Great Martyr Anastasia By Very Rev. Fr. Lawrence Farley 
Anastasia was a Christian girl, raised by a pagan father and a Christian mother.  When she was young, she was 
married against her will to a pagan man, Publius, who, besides being pagan, was base and detestable.  After 
marriage, she avoided his bed, claiming that she was sick.  At night, she disguised herself as a poor working 
woman and went out into the city with a servant girl to visit the Christian confessors in the prisons.  When at 
length her husband discovered that, far from being sick, she was going out on such an errand, he was furious and 
locked her up in his house. 

Her husband, meanwhile, went off overseas.  While he was on his way to Persia, his boat was shipwrecked, and 
he perished.  Thus, after three months of forcible confinement at home, Anastasia was free to live as she 
pleased.  She resumed her charitable work of visiting Christians in the prisons and of ministering to the martyrs 
there.  She also traveled to Nicea in Bithynia and visited the Christian confessors imprisoned there.  Eventually 
she too was arrested and executed.  She suffered for her Master in about 304, joining the ranks of the martyrs 
she had ministered to for so long. 

 Services Tues., Dec. 24th  Holy Supper (in Parish Social Hall) 5:30 pm 

 Vigil of the Holy Nativity 8 pm 
(Compline and Matins) 

Wed., Dec. 25th Feast of the Nativity of the Lord 

 Carols 9:45 am 

 Divine Liturgy 10 am 

Sat., Dec. 28th  Great Vespers 7 pm 
 (Holy Sacrament of Confession to follow)  

Sun., Dec. 29th  The Holy Innocent Children of Bethlehem 

 CHRISTMAS BREAK – NO SCHOOL 

 Hours 9:45 am 

 Divine Liturgy 10 am 

  

 

   

http://www.hrocbv.org/


 

Epistle  
(Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40) 

By faith he [Abraham] dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 

for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his 
only begotten son, 

of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 

concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a 
figurative sense. 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 

By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of 
his staff. 

By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave 
instructions concerning his bones. 

By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a 
beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command. 

And what more shall I say?  For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 

who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 

quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became 
valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 

Women received their dead raised to life again.  Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they 
might obtain a better resurrection. 

Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 

They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword.  They wandered about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented – 

of whom the world was not worthy.  They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 

And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 

God having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us. 

 



 

Gospel  
(Matthew 1:1-25) 

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham: 

Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers. 

Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. 

Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot Salmon. 

Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse, 

and Jesse begot David the king.  David the king begot Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. 

Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 

Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. 

Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot Hezekiah. 

Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. 

Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried away to Babylon. 

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. 

Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. 

Azor begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot Eliud. 

Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. 

And Jacob begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ. 

So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations, from David until the captivity in 
Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations. 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows:  After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 

Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away secretly. 

But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Spirit. 

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their 
sins.” 

So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which is 
translated, ‘God with us.’” 

Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his 
wife, 

and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name JESUS. 

 



 
 
 

 *Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind  

for Sunday’s Liturgy. 

Next Week: Galatians 1:11-19 Gospel Reading:   Matthew 2:13-23 

 

Announcements:   

A Christmas Meditation . . . Parishioners please note the times of the Divine Services associated with the 
Lord's Nativity in today’s Bulletin.  Make coming to church, either on the Eve or the day of Christmas (or both), 
the centerpiece of your Holy Day observation.  Give your family the greatest Gift you can present on Christmas 
— Christ Himself through the prayer of the Church and the Holy Eucharist.  Don’t let another year go by without 
bringing Christ back into your and your family’s Christmas.   

Christmas Altar Candles:  Gifts are now being accepted for the Christmas Altar Candles.  If you would like to 
make a gift in memory of loved ones or in honor of loved ones – place your offering in an envelope marking it 
“Christmas Candles” and leave it at the Candle Stand. 

The 2020 Church Calendars have arrived and are available in the vestibule today.   

Don’t forget:  To submit your Home Blessings Envelopes this year.   

Don’t forget, we need to remember and visit our Home-Bound Parishioners especially over the holiday 
season!  See today’s bulletin insert for an UPDATED listing of our Home-Bound Parishioners.  All of these folks 
are very appreciative that their parish has not forgotten them and enthusiastically send their love to all here at 
HROC.  If you know of a person who needs to be added to it, please let Father Stephan know. 

Make this tradition from years gone by a new family tradition!  The Nativity Eve Veliya (Holy Supper).  All are 
invited to participate in our Parish Holy Supper Covered Dish on Christmas Eve at the Social Hall beginning 
promptly at 5:30 pm.  Reader Peter will coordinate the preparation of all dishes.  Please remember all food items 
must be prepared with no meat, dairy (no eggs).  (Some of the items traditionally served are:  Garlic & Honey, 
Fish, Sauerkraut Soup, Fruit Compote, Bobalki, Prune Perohi; Keselicha (Fermented Oatmeal), Mashed 
Potatoes.)  Please contact Peter face-to-face or over the phone at 724-787-2031 to confirm your menu assignment.  
This meal helps us to prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord, God and Savor Jesus Christ.  Learn centuries old 
customs of this holy night to re-establish the practice of this traditional meal in your family.  Take a few minutes 
to ask parents, grandparents or great grandparents about traditions that they did on Christmas Eve.  Bring a friend 
and see you there!! 

Collection: Dec. 15th:  $1,824.00 

 
 


