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Services Sat., Dec. 13

Sun., Dec. 141

Great Vespers with Confession 6 pm
Sunday of the Forefathers

Sunday School 9:15 am
Hours 9:45 am
Divine Liturgy 10 am

Please consider coming ‘sooner than later’
for your Advent Confession
to avoid long lines before Christmas.

*Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind

Colossians 3:4-11
Luke 14:16-24

for Sunday Liturgy.
Epistle:
Gospel Reading:
Tone 1 Troparion Tone 1 Kontakion
(Resurrection) (Resurrection)
When the stone had been As God, Thou didst rise
sealed by the Jews, while from the tomb in glory,

the soldiers were guarding
Thy most pure body, Thou
didst rise on the third day, O
Savior, granting life to the
world. The powers of
heaven therefore cried to
Thee, O Giver of Life:

“Glory to Thy Resurrection,
O Christ! Glory to Thy
Kingdom! Glory to Thy
dispensation, O Thou Who
lovest mankind!”

Tone 4 Troparion
(St. Ambrose)

In truth thou wast revealed
to thy flock as a rule of
faith, an image of humility
and a teacher of abstinence;
thy humility exalted thee;

raising the world with
Thyself. Human nature
praises Thee as God, for
death has vanished. Adam
exults, O Master! Eve
rejoices, for she is freed
from bondage and cries to
Thee:

“Thou art the Giver of
Resurrection to all, O
Christ!”

Tone 3 Kontakion
(St. Ambrose)

Thou didst shine forth
with divine doctrine,
eclipsing the deception of
Arius, O shepherd and
initiate of the mysteries,
Ambrose. Thou didst

Tone 1 Prokeimenon
(Resurrection)

Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be
upon us as we have set our
hope on Thee! (Ps. 32:22)

V. Rejoice in the Lord, O you
righteous! Praise befits the
just! (Ps. 32:1)
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and thy poverty enriched work miracles through the

thee. O Hierarch Father power of the Spirit,

Ambrose, entreat Christ our healing various passions;

God that our souls may be righteous Father, entreat

saved! Christ our God to grant us
His great mercy.

Epistle
(Ephesians 5:9-19)
(for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.
And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.
For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them in secret.

But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes
manifest is light.

Therefore He says:
“Awake, you who sleep,

Arise from the dead,
And Christ will give you light. ”

See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise,

redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit,

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord,

Gospel
(Luke 17:12-19)

Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood
afar off.
And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it
was that as they went, they were cleansed.

And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice
glorified God,

and fell down on #is face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine?

“Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this
foreigner?”

And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.”



Announcements:

All parishioners are reminded to promptly submit their Home Blessings Envelopes. If you
think you might have discarded yours with your 2025 envelopes, just fill out an envelope at the
Candle Desk with your name, address and phone number and turn it into Father.

This month’s Parish Council meeting is on Monday, December 8™ at 6:30 pm.

The Christmas season can be trying for everyone! Help yourself while in the
process of helping others and spread the joy of the birth of our Savior! Many of our
St. Tikhon seminarians and their families sometimes feel disconnected and
monetary help is not always available to help with necessities. TODAY through
December 14™, we will be taking a special collection to help make Christmas for
our seminarians and their families special. Please place your donation in the basket
by the choir. Let us not forget to help our neighbor in need!

Word has been received that we will be having an archpastoral visit from
Archbishop MELCHIZEDEK on Sunday, December 21%.

Christmas Altar Candles: Gifts are now being accepted for the Christmas Altar Candles. If
you would like to make a gift in memory of loved ones or in honor of loved ones — place your
offering in an envelope marking it “Christmas Candles” and leave it at the Candle Stand.

Don’t forget, we need to remember and visit our Home-Bound Parishioners especially over
the holiday season! See today’s bulletin insert for a listing of our Home-Bound Parishioners.
All of these folks are very appreciative that their parish has not forgotten them and
enthusiastically send their love to all here at HROC. If you know of a person who needs to be
added to it, please let Father Stephan know.

The 2026 Weekly Offering Envelopes are in. Please stop by the candlestand to
pick your set. If you need a set, please see Toni Costella.

2026 Church Calendars are in. Pick up yours today!

SAVE THE DATé!:

% Sunday, December 14™ at 4 pm, The Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of Greater Pittsburgh
1s sponsoring a free Pan-Orthodox Christmas Concert featuring choirs from multiple
Orthodox jurisdictions and the Pan-Orthodox Choir of Greater Pittsburgh who will “Sing
Praises to Our God, Sing Praises” at St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church, 2110
Haymaker Road, Monroeville. There will be fellowship following the concert and a
freewill offering to benefit various Orthodox charities.
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This Year’s Christmas YolRa is scheduled for Sunday, December 14t Costumes will be

provided, but if you have any costuming supplies you would like to volunteer we gladly accept
donations! (This year, we need mostly angel and shepherd costumes.) Don’t forget to bring
your cameras, as we will have a “Special Visitor” arrive that day! Please help make our Yolka a
festive occasion for all — please see Beth Saul if you are able to help lend a hand with some

goodies for Coffee Hour to welcome St. Nicholas! “Of, who loves, Nicholas the saintl:y”...

R/

& Make this tradition from years gone by a new family tradition! The Nativity Eve Veliya
(Holy Supper). All are invited to participate in our Parish Holy Supper Covered Dish on
Christmas Eve at the Social Hall beginning promptly at 5:30 pm. Reader Peter will
coordinate the preparation of all dishes. Please remember all food items must be prepared
with no meat, dairy (no eggs or butter). (Some of the items traditionally served are: Garlic
& Honey, Fish, Sauerkraut Soup, Fruit Compote, Bobalki, Prune Perohi; Keselicha
(Fermented Oatmeal), Mashed Potatoes.) Please contact Peter face-to-face or over the



phone at 724-787-2031 to confirm your menu assignment. This meal helps us to prepare to
celebrate the birth of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ. Learn centuries old customs
of this holy night to re-establish the practice of this traditional meal in your family. Take a
few minutes to ask parents, grandparents or great grandparents about traditions that they
did on Christmas Eve. Bring a friend and see you there!!

Local honey available at the Candlestand for $10 per bottle.
All proceeds directly benefit our church.

Pure Honey; NO additives.

“Tis the season for being scammed! BEWARE!

Beware of scammers, especially during this time of year. This week, Fr. Stephan received an
e-mail from someone posing as a parishioner who was phishing for information. Confused by
the request, Father contacted the parishioner to verify the legitimacy of the request. The
parishioner did not make the e-mail request! Before acting on any e-mail, text message or
telephone call, be aware of who is making the request! While legitimate institutions generally
will not request sensitive information like your full Social Security Number, complete credit
card number, or passwords via an unsolicited email or standard text message, they commonly
use electronic means for official communications The key distinction is zow they ask for
information: legitimate organizations direct you to a secure, known website or app where you
initiate the secure login process yourself, whereas scammers try to trick you into entering data
on a fake site or replying directly to an insecure channel. Below are some items to keep in mind
during this holiday season.

¢ Remember, an e-mail message could be from a scammer, who might

« say they’ve noticed some suspicious activity or log-in attempts — they haven’t

o claim there’s a problem with your account or your payment information — there isn’t
« say you need to confirm some personal or financial information — you don’t

« include an invoice you don’t recognize — it’s fake

« want you to click on a link to make a payment — but the link has malware

« say you’re eligible to register for a government refund — it’s a scam

« offer a coupon for free stuft — it’s not real

 include misspellings in the e-mail.

¢ Here are signs that an email is a scam, even though it looks like it comes from a company
you know with the company’s logo in the header:

o The email has a generic greeting.
o The email says your account is on hold because of a billing problem.
o The email invites you to click on a link to update your payment details.

As mentioned above, legitimate companies might communicate with you by e-mail but
legitimate companies won’t email or text with a link to update your payment information. 1f
you want to check out an e-mail request, contact the company using a phone number or website
you know is real — not the information in the email. Any attachments and links in the e-mail
might install harmful malware that can steal your personal information.

Also, don’t forget about another scam from a previous year that involved a text sent USING
Fr. Stephan’s name stating he needed your help. NEVER RESPOND TO SUCH A TEXT
MESSAGE! This type of text message usually contains a bogus cell number that is
connected to SCAMMERS who want your money! Fr. Stephan would NEVER TEXT you
requesting your help through the purchase of gift cards! 1f you receive such a text, please
notify the police as soon as possible!


http://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-recognize-remove-avoid-malware

Keep yourself safe this holiday season! Be vigilant!





