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May 1, 2022 
Sunday of St. Thomas 

Christ Is Risen!  Indeed He Is Risen! 

 Services Sat., May 7th  Great Vespers with Confession 7 pm 

Sun., May 8th  Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women 
(Happy Mother’s Day!) 

 Church School 9:15 am 
Hours 9:45 am 
Divine Liturgy 10 am  

  
 

 

 *Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind  

for Sunday Liturgy. 

 Epistle:  Acts 6:1-7  

 Gospel Reading: Mark 15:43-16:8 
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Epistle (Resurrection) 
(Acts 5:12-20) 

And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the 

people.  And they were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 

Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly. 

And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women, 

so that they brought the sick out into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, that 

at least the shadow of Peter passing by might fall on some of them. 

Also a multitude gathered from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing sick people 

and those who were tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 

Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the 

Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, 

and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 

But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 

“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 

 

 



 
 

Gospel (Resurrection) 
(John 20:19-31) 

Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where 

the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the midst, and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.” 

When He had said this, He showed them His hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad 

when they saw the Lord. 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace to you!  As the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 

And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

“If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.” 

Now Thomas, called the Twin, one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 

The other disciples therefore said to him, “We have seen the Lord.”  So he said to them, “Unless 

I see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand 

into His side, I will not believe.” 

And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them.  Jesus came, the 

doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” 

Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your 

hand here, and put it into My side.  Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 

And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 

Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.  Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in 

this book; 

but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

believing you may have life in His name. 

 

  



 
 

Announcements:   

WEDDING BANNS Announcement # 1 ~~ 

Jocelyn Marie Niro and Christopher Michael Nelson will be united in Sacrament 
of Holy Matrimony on Saturday, May 21. 

Please keep them in your prayers for “Many Blessed Years”. 

Fr. Stephan and Matushka Denise wish to thank everyone who expressed Paschal greetings through the generous 
gifts, cards and prayers.  Thank you for joining us throughout the Lenten services.  May God grant you many rich 
blessings!  Christ is Risen! 

Thanks to everyone who generously donated candy and goodies for the Sunday Schoolers’ Paschal Gift Bags!  They 
were very much appreciated by our kids! 

Please remember to extend your Paschal greetings to everyone! 

Contingent on the weather – blessing of the graves will begin TODAY after coffee hour.  We will begin with a brief 
service at the cross outside the church then onward to bless the graves in Belle Vernon cemetery.   

Next Sunday is Mother’s Day.  Fr. Stephan will not be scheduling any grave blessings on Mother’s Day so everyone 
can spend time with their families.  He will continue grave blessings on Sunday, May 15th (weather permitting).  A 
schedule of other cemeteries will be in next week’s bulletin (Grandview Cemetery, Monessen; Mon Valley Memorial 
Park; Monongahela Cemetery; West Newton Cemetery).  Please contact Fr. Stephan to make arrangements to bless 
the graves of loved ones at other cemeteries.    

A Note from Parish Council:  Due to an increase in the cost of candles, it has been decided to increase the 

minimal donation for the 6 day candles from $3 to $4 beginning TODAY.   

Fr. Stephan has received a couple of requests to start a Catechumen class.  If anyone is interested in joining, please 

contact Fr. Stephan.   

Reminder:  Please have the courtesy to inform others if you have potentially exposed them to Covid.  It is still 

imperative that we remain vigilant to keep safe and healthy.   

Please keep in your PRAYERS three of our diocesan priests who have been dealing with health issues during the past 
several months - Fr. Andrew Matychak, Igumen David Lewis, and Igumen Patrick Carpenter. 

  



 
 

The Sunday after Pascha:   

 Holy Apostle Thomas  By Very Rev. Fr. Lawrence Farley 

Thomas was also called the Twin.  He was a sensitive, impulsive man who felt deeply 
and spoke quickly.  When he thought his Master planned to go to Judea to die, Thomas 
instantly said to the other apostles, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him” (John 11:16).  
During the Last Supper, when the Lord said they would know the way He was to go, he spoke 
out, “Lord, we do not know where You are going; how can we know the way?”  (John 14:5, 
RSV).   

After the Resurrection, Thomas was not with the others when Christ appeared to 
them and, being emotionally wrung out from the strain of the last days, he was too numb to 
accept the apostles’ testimony to Christ’s Resurrection.  He said he would not believe it 
unless he could see His wounds for himself on His risen Body.  Christ came to the apostles 
and offered to show Thomas His wounds.  Thomas fell down in joy, crying out, “My Lord and 
my God!”  (John 20:24-29).  Thus his hesitancy to believe confirmed the truth of the 
Resurrection for future generations.  He ended his life as a martyr for his Lord.   

 
 


