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Sunday of 
the Holy Fathers of the 
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Christ Is Risen!  Indeed He Is Risen! 

 Services Sat., Jun. 19th   Holy Apostle Jude 

 Hours 8:45 am 
Divine Liturgy 9 am 

 Great Vespers with Confession 7 pm 

Sun., Jun. 20th    Pentecost with Kneeling Prayers 

 Hours 9:15 am 
Divine Liturgy 9:30 am  
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Epistle (Resurrection) 
(Acts 20:16-18, 28-36) 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have to spend 

time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of 

Pentecost. 

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the church. 

And when they had come to him, he said to them:  “You know, from the first day 

that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with 

His own blood. 

“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, 

not sparing the flock. 

“Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to 

draw away the disciples after themselves. 

“Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn 

everyone night and day with tears. 

“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is 

able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 

“Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my necessities, 

and for those who were with me. 

“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the 

weak.  And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’” 

And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with them all. 
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Gospel (Resurrection) 
(John 17:1-13) 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:  “Father, the hour has 

come.  Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may glorify You, 

“as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to 

as many as You have given Him. 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus 

Christ whom You have sent. 

“I have glorified You on the earth.  I have finished the work which You have given 

Me to do. 

“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I 

had with You before the world was. 

“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out of the 

world.  They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 

“Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are from You. 

“For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they have 

received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; and they have 

believed that You sent Me. 

“I pray for them.  I do not pray for the world but for those whom You have given 

Me, for they are Yours. 

“And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in them. 

“Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You.  

Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may 

be one as We are. 

“While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name.  Those whom You 

gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the 

Scripture might be fulfilled. 

“But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that they may have 

My joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 

 *Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind  

for Sunday’s Liturgy. 

Next Week -- Epistle: Acts 2:1-11 

Gospel Reading: John 7:37-52, 8:12 
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Announcements:   

Please remember to extend your Paschal greetings to everyone! 

An update from Fr. Stephan:  He plans to cut back to just Sunday Liturgies starting the 

week of June 27, 2021.   

Congratulations to the Class of 2021:   

Zoey Martin, Belle Vernon Area 

Austin Pierce, California Area 

Kaelyn Shaporka, Frazier High School 

Kendall Shaporka, Frazier High School 

Cassandra Mica, Seton Hill College (Bachelor of Science in Biology) 

Victoria Cooper, Slippery Rock University (Bachelor of Science in Public Health, 
with a minor in Gerontology) 

Stop by Today’s special coffee hour honoring our graduates.  Grab a piece of cake, a 

cup of coffee and wish them well in their future endeavors.  God’s Blessings to each of 

them and keep them in your prayers.    

Congratulations to Jacob Bazzar and Wesley Slagle on their First Holy Confession!   

 

Continuing on the Path to a New Normal:   

The Parish Council agreed to further lift some of the COVID-19 restrictions. 

a. Masks are no longer required as per the state and federal guidelines.  If one prefers to 

wear a mask that is perfectly fine. 

b. The tape on the pews was removed after the council meeting.  Please respect those who try 

to maintain social distancing. 

c. Individual spoons will still be used at least until after the next council meeting.  Father 

Stephan will still wear a mask while distributing communion. 

Updates from Parish Council:   

a. AC update - The contractor who has been hired to install the new AC system was in after 
Liturgy this past Saturday.  He recharged the AC system and got it working.  It is not 
perfect, but we are getting cool air again.  He has ordered the parts and was told that they 
have a 1-2 month lead time.  It has been a month since they were ordered so he will follow 
up with the supplier this week.  Paul Simkovich was appointed the project manager to 
oversee the installation and Toni Costello was appointed as a facilitator for the AC project. 

b.  We will be transitioning to Summer hours on Sunday, June 20, 2021.  Liturgy will start at 
9:30 am instead of 10:00 am. 

c.  A healthy parking lot requires periodic maintenance.  It is recommended that the parking 
lot be re-sealed and re-striped along with some minor repairs that need to be done also.  
(More to come). 

d. Congratulations to the graduates.  The council has agreed that the parish will provide gifts 
for the graduates.  There will be cake and a special coffee hour on Sunday June 13. 
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Fr. Stephan will be away for almost three weeks, leaving after Liturgy on June 20th and returning home approximately 
Saturday, July 10th.  Father Stephan and Rebekkah Simkovich will be travelling to Seattle, Washington for a long 
overdue visit with his daughter Mary, son-in-law Sandy, and son Jacob (and to see their new home).  During Father’s 
absence, Father Sam will be covering pastoral needs and can be reached at (724) 516-9390.  Matushka Denise will be 
home holding down the fort.  Prayers for safe travels are appreciated. 

 

From Fr. Stephan:   

Recently, parishioners, as well as friends, neighbors, and even strangers who recognize me as a member of the 
clergy express their concerns in regards to the civil/political unrest as well as the corona virus situation. 

Now, more than ever, we need to come together as the “Body of Christ” and let the “Light of Christ” shine 
through us.  I am going to ask that everyone in the parish add these special petitions to their daily prayers.  

Again, we pray, O Lord, that You come to our aid now during the global spread of the Coronavirus and be 

with the families of those who are sick and who have died.  May the sick regain their strength and health, and 

as they worry and grieve, defend them from further illness and despair.  Heal us from our fear, which prevents 

nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another.  Give wisdom and strength to our 

federal government, our state governments, together with the leaders of all nations, and give them foresight to 

act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they serve.  Give them the added wisdom to 

invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for and prevent future outbreaks.  O Lord hear us and have 

mercy. 

Again, we pray, O Lord, that You be with the doctors, nurses, researchers, and all medical professionals 

who seek to heal those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process.  Heal us from our pride, which 

can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders.  We pray that You stay by our side in 

this time of uncertainty and sorrow.  Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by many people suffering 

from this illness or only a few, we pray that You stay with us as we endure and mourn, prepare, and persist.  O 

Lord hear us and have mercy. 

Petitions at the Augmented Litany in a Time of Civil Unrest 

Again we pray for this country and for all its cities, towns, and countrysides that are riven by strife; for all 

those who are victims of violence, of hatred and injustice, of disorder and unrest, and especially for those who 

have been killed, that they might find their repose in thee; for all who are beset by anger and fear; for those in 

civil authority and all who enforce the law; and for all the people of this land:  for justice, godly liberty, 

mercy, a peaceful life, and remission of our sins.  O Lord hear us and have mercy. 

Again we pray that all people of this land, its rulers and authorities, its citizens and all who reside here, might be 
enlightened with the light of thy Gospel and thy commandments, unto peace and good order and love for one another, 
so that we might easily and safely pass from our temporary homeland here to, our true homeland with thee in heaven.  
O Lord hear us and have mercy. 


