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May 31, 2020 

Christ has Ascended  
in Glory! 

 Services Sat., Jun 6th  Venerable Hilarion, the New 
Hours 8:45 am 
Divine Liturgy 9 am 

 Great Vespers 7 pm 

Sun., Jun 7th   Pentecost with Kneeling Prayers 
 Hours  9:45 am 
 Divine Liturgy  10 am 

Mon., Jun. 8th   Holy Spirit Day 
(NO Fast Week) 
Hours 8:45 am 
Divine Liturgy 9 am 

 

 

 
 

Epistle 
(Acts 20:16-18, 28-36) 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not have 

to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, if possible, 

on the Day of Pentecost. 

From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the elders of the 

church. 

And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from the 

first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which 

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 

which He purchased with His own blood. 

“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in 

among you, not sparing the flock. 

Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse 

things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 



“Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to 

warn everyone night and day with tears. 

“So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 

which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those 

who are sanctified. 

“I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 

“Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided for my 

necessities, and for those who were with me. 

“I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must 

support the weak.  And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He 

said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” 

And when he had said these things, he knelt down and prayed with 

them all. 

Gospel 

(John 17:1-13) 

Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said:  
“Father, the hour has come.  Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may 
glorify You,  

“as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give 
eternal life to as many as You have given Him. 

“And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 

“I have glorified You on the earth.  I have finished the work which You 
have given Me to do. 

“And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory 
which I had with You before the world was. 

“I have manifested Your name to the men whom You have given Me out 
of the world.  They were Yours, You gave them to Me, and they have kept 
Your word. 

“Now they have known that all things which You have given Me are 
from You. 

“For I have given to them the words which You have given Me; and they 
have received them, and have known surely that I came forth from You; 
and they have believed that You sent Me. 

“I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for those whom You 
have given Me, for they are Yours. 

“And all Mine are Yours, and Yours are Mine, and I am glorified in 
them. 

“Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I 
come to You.  Holy Father, keep through Your name those whom You have 
given Me, that they may be one as We are. 



“While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name.  Those 
whom You gave Me I have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of 
perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

“But now I come to You, and these things I speak in the world, that 
they may have My joy fulfilled in themselves. 

 
 *Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind  

for Sunday’s Liturgy. 

Next Week: Acts 2:1-11  Gospel Reading:   John 7:37-52, 8:12 

 

Announcements:   

1.  Attendance has been very good so far.  Some people who were not able 

to attend contacted me in advance so that others could be contacted to 

take their spots.  This was very appreciated by those who were given the 

opportunity.  Please continue to extend the courtesy. 

2.  Update from the diocesan council meeting:  The Holy Synod has been 

meeting this past week.  They are evaluating how the Church will move 

forward as things open up again.  Some counties in Pennsylvania have 

moved to the “Green” phase.  We will be seeing updates as we move 

forward. 

3.  Holy Resurrection plans to start vespers again starting in June 6th. 

4.  The blessing of the graves is tentatively planned to start after Liturgy on 

Pentecost.  There will be a service at the cross in front of the church and 

then we will start at the Belle Vernon cemetery weather permitting. 

Congratulations to the Class of 2020!  GOD BLESS OUR GRADS!  

And, may God keep them in His loving care in their future endeavors.   

➢ Ashley Salaske from Monessen High School.   

➢ Bekkah Simkovich from Ohio University – Master of Science in 

Environmental Studies.   

➢ Joelle Niro Fisher from California University of Pennsylvania – Master 

of Science in Nursing Administration. 

➢ Paul Jacob Mica from Penn State-New Kensington – Bachelor of 

Science in Electro-Mechanical Engineering Technology. 

 

 

 



 

A message of heartfelt gratitude:   

Those who truly know me understand that I generally do not care to be made a fuss over.  I 

would prefer to focus on attending to others.   

As I reflected on my upcoming 60th birthday, I remember thinking – Oh Lord, I will be turning 

sixty during the “plague” – Yuck!! 

Every day, month, and year that we are granted is a gift in itself from God to hopefully aid unto 

the workings of our salvation.  Even with that in mind and given the circumstances, it still felt 

yucky.   

Word got out and as May 10th loomed, I was blessed with a barrage of cards, candles, telephone 

calls and gifts.  Your generosity will be warmly remembered for many years.   

With gratitude and love to God for another year and for each and every one of you. 

With love and devotion, 

Reader Peter 

The Seventh Sunday of Pascha:  
   The Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council 
 By Very Rev. Fr. Lawrence Farley 

When the heretical teaching of Arius spread like poison through the Church in the early fourth century, Emperor 
Constantine, who greatly valued the peace and unity of the Church, wanted to take action and help the Church 
resolve this conflict.  He therefore summoned the Church to meet as a council (the classic way of resolving 
church disputes), and a council eventually met in Nicea in 325.  Bishops came from throughout the empire. 

It soon became apparent that the teaching of Arius was unacceptable, for Arius taught that Christ was not divine 
in any real sense, whereas the Church had always worshipped Christ as divine.  But how to exclude Arius and 
his teaching?  For he and his supporters (the Arians, as they were soon called) were adept at finding loopholes in 
any Orthodox formula that had been used.   

At length the council Fathers, led by such lights as the young deacon Athanasius of Alexandria, drafted a 
creedal statement even the Arians could not wriggle out of.  It proclaimed Christ as “light from light, true God 
from true God, begotten, not made, of one essence [Gr. homoousios] with the Father,” saying that all things 
were made through Christ.  This statement became the core of the Nicene Creed, which (along with later 
additions from a council that met at Constantinople in 381) abides forever as our Symbol of Faith.  The 318 
Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council are honored in the Church as the great standard-bearers of God’s eternal 
truth. 



Update from Fr. Stephan:   

Westmoreland and the surrounding counties have recently gone from red to yellow status.  

Archbishop Melchizedek has given the parishes in the yellow regions permission to increase the 

number of attendance from 10 to 25 providing that they meet all of the requirements set by the 

government as well as the OCA. 

The parish council met “virtually” this past Tuesday to discuss how we can expand to 25 for services.  

Fr. Stephan shared this with Fr. Andrew, (our Dean) as well as Fr. Bill, (our Chancellor).  They have 

given us permission to go to 25. 

Precautions that are now in place include: 

a) We will maintain social distancing.  Every other pew has been taped off.  This provides 6’3” 

between rows.  The center isle is 5’ wide so available rows alternate from side to side.  For 

right now we are asking that two people sit in each pew unless they are a family group.  This 

may change as things open up further. 

b) Masks are required any time that social distancing is compromised.  Example: when you come 

to communion Fr. Stephan will wear a mask so that you will be able to receive. 

c) Fr. Stephan will use an individual spoon for each communicant.  Every spoon will be cleaned 

and sanitized by Fr. Stephan. 

d) One of the parish council members will act as a greeter opening the doors and help to 

facilitate activities. 

e) There will be NO congregating at the candle stand.  The prayer/candle forms will be available 

in the pews.  Fill them out at your seats.  Drop in baskets at the candle stand. 

f)  The doors are required to be locked at the start of service so please plan to be early!  Signs 

will be posted on the doors. 

g)  Fr. Stephan will continue to call to schedule.  If you sign up for a day and are not going to be 

able to attend, let Fr. Stephan know ASAP so that someone else has the opportunity to 

attend.  Fr. Stephan is required to keep a log of every one who attends. 

h)  The Church is cleaned and sanitized after each service.  Please be considerate and make our 

jobs easier.  If you use a service book please leave it on the pew so that it can be sanitized. 


