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May 3, 2020 

Christ is Risen! 

Per the Holy Synod, the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisedek:   
The March 17, 2020 Directive is being updated as we self-quarantine.   

More to come shortly! 

1. All parishes of this Archdiocese are to continue to cease all services, activities, social gatherings, etc. 
with the exception of 3 items below.  (This is a directive of the Bishop, NOT an option for the 
parishes.) 

a. Special services (i.e., funerals, baptisms, etc.) may only be held IF discussed with the Chancellor 
before scheduled – attendance is limited to immediate family ONLY.  This directive is still in place. 

b. Fr. Stephan will continue to have the Church open Saturdays from 12:00 Noon until 3:00 p.m. to 
offer parishioners time for private prayer and light candles.  (High risk individuals such as senior 
citizens, people with ongoing health problems and people not feeling well currently should not 
consider this act.)   

c. During the Paschal season, the Diocese has permitted parishes to have additional Liturgies 
throughout the week.  All of the restrictions will still be in place.  We are still limited to a total of 10.  
This includes the priest and the cantor.  Father Stephan will use the parish directory to contact 
parishioners alphabetically.  If you plan to attend one of the services you will be added to the list.  If 
you are not listed in the directory, please contact Father Stephan. 

2. Confession are still suspended, except for deathbed confessions.   

3. Informal spiritual discussions are permitted via phone and e-mails with Fr. Stephan. 

4. Fr. Stephan is available to his faithful in emergency situations, following personal safety protocols.  
However, he still is not able to visit his homebound during this health emergency period. 

5. Please contact Fr. Stephan if any Parishioner is in need of assistance in obtaining the basic staples of life 
since they cannot visit the grocery stores.  He has a group of volunteers ready and able to help! 

Please note, much care was used in making these decisions by His Eminence after much prayer, dialogue 
with members of the Holy Synod, consultation with medical professionals and lengthy conversations with 
the Chancellor.  These decisions were not made lightly!  We must eliminate the spread of this virus NOW!  
His Eminence stated that out of “something bad, perhaps something good can come about” -- this period of 
limited interaction “opens the window of opportunity” to individually “plunge” into increased personal 
prayer, Bible study, and time with the myriad of “good” Orthodox material available through the Internet 
and our Orthodox bookstores.   

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind.”  (2 Timothy 1:7) 



Epistle (Resurrection) 
(Acts 6:1-7) 

Now in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, 
there arose a complaint against the Hebrews by the Hellenists, because their 
widows were neglected in the daily distribution. 

Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, “It is 
not desirable that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 

“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good 
reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 
business; 

“but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.” 

And the saying pleased the whole multitude.  And they chose Stephen, a 
man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch, 

whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid 
hands on them. 

Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.  

Gospel (Resurrection) 
(Mark 15:43-16:8) 

Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent council member, who was himself 
waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went in to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. 

Pilate marveled that He was already dead; and summoning the centurion, 
he asked him if He had been dead for some time. 

So when he found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. 

Then he bought fine linen, took Him down, and wrapped Him in the linen.  
And he laid Him in a tomb which had been hewn out of the rock, and rolled a 
stone against the door of the tomb. 

And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses observed where He 
was laid. 

Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, that they might come and anoint Him. 



Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the 
tomb when the sun had risen. 

And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the 
door of the tomb for us?” 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away – 
for it was very large. 

And entering the tomb, they saw a young man clothed in a long white robe 
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 

But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed.  You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who 
was crucified.  He is risen!  He is not here.  See the place where they laid Him. 

“But go, tell His disciples – and Peter – that He is going before you into 
Galilee; there you will see Him, as He said to you.” 

So they went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for they trembled and 
were amazed.  And they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

*Next Sunday’s scriptures readings: 

Resurrection: Epistle:  Acts 9:32-42 

 Gospel Reading:  John 5:1-15 

  



The Third Sunday of Pascha:  

St. Joseph of Arimathea and the Myrrh-Bearing Women 

  By Very Rev. Fr. Lawrence Farley 

St. Joseph of Arimathea was a disciple of Jesus and a member of the 
Sanhedrin, the council that ruled Jerusalem and Jewish affairs.  He kept his 
loyalty to Jesus secret in the early days, since such loyalty was fiercely 
persecuted in Judea.  After Christ’s death, Joseph gathered up his courage and 
went to Pilate to ask for the body of Jesus to give it honorable burial.  This was a 
courageous act, sure to invite persecution from his fellow Jews.  Joseph 
nonetheless carried out the burial, wrapping Christ’s body in a clean linen 
shroud and placing it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out of the rock 
in a garden near Golgotha. 

Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph, with other 
women, saw where Jesus was buried, and they determined to anoint His body 
as a final act of love and devotion.  They had some spices prepared but needed 
to buy more.  Since the weekly Sabbath began immediately after Jesus’ burial, 
they rested on the Sabbath, and after the Sabbath, bought more spices.  Early 
on Sunday, the first day of the week, they met at the tomb, determined 
somehow to have the stone guarding the door of the tomb moved. 

When they arrived, they saw that the stone had already been moved and 
that the body of Jesus was not there.  They saw a vision of angels in white who 
told them that Christ was not there but had risen.  The angels told the women 
to tell this news to the apostles, assuring them that all should meet the risen 
Christ in Galilee.  The women fled awestruck from the tomb.  They told the 
disciples of their vision, though the apostles did not believe their word alone.  
The myrrh-bearing women remain in the Church as images of faithful love and 
courage, enlightened and rewarded by the joy of the Resurrection. 

  



Announcements from Fr. Stephan: 

1.  The Church will continue to be open from 12:00 until 3:00 on Saturdays. 

2.  With regard a new guidance from the Archdiocese, during the Paschal season we 

are permitted to have additional Liturgies throughout the week.  All of the 

restrictions will still be in place.   

a.  Upcoming Scheduled Liturgies:   

Saturday, May 9 at 9 a.m.; 

Sunday, May 10 at 10a.m.; and  

Monday, May 11 at 9a.m. 

 We are still limited to a total of 10.  This includes the priest and the cantor.  Father 

Stephan will use the parish directory to contact parishioners alphabetically.  If you 

plan to attend one of the services you will be added to the list.  If you are not listed in 

the directory, please contact Father Stephan.  

3. Don’t forget to keep in touch with our home bounds!  Now, more than ever, please 

brighten their day with a card or note.  Nothing fills a person’s soul with hope more 

than being remembered.  One little action can bring so much joy!  Below is a listing of 

our home-bounds.  Keeping with privacy standards during this pandemic, please 

contact Father Stephan for their addresses.   

HOME-BOUND ADDRESSES:    

Below is a list of those of our Parish Family who would  
especially appreciate a card during the Paschal Season: 

Mary Brassart 

Katherine Dupay 

Rose Janus 

Brighten their day with a card: 

Charlene Butcher 

Jack and Jean Fayak 

Dorothy Karbowsky 

Anne Matty 

Larry Morozek 

Sylvia Stephan 

John and Sandy Timko 

Charles and Julia Urdenis 

Chuck Yetsconish 

Claudette Yuschak 

Parish Friends Separated by Miles: 

Sophia Krill 

Sonia Walsen 

  



Prayers Said / Candles Lit 
During This Period of Uncertainty 

Health of: 

Everyone during the Pandemic by Jim & Beth Saul 

Church Family by Jim & Beth Saul 

James Warren by Jim & Beth Saul  (5) 

James Warren Saul by All Your Parish Family 

Jonathan, Jennifer, Ava & Nathan by Mom & Dad 

Dudzinski, Backo & Konick Families 

Bernie, Crissy & Zoey by Mom/Gram & Dad/Pap 

Missy & Nate by Mom/Gram & Dad/Pap 

America by Carol 

Soroka Family by Carol 

Katherine Dupay by Dave & JoAnn (2) 

Meghan by Dave & JoAnn 

Mica Family by Mariann Mica (2) 

All HROC Parishioners by Peter & Mary Stephanie 

Memory of: 

Chrisia by Lynn 

Paul & Elizabeth Saul by Jim & Beth Saul 

Peter & Eva Skurkay by Jim & Beth Saul 

Chrisia Johnston by Jim & Beth Saul (2) 

Paul Mica by Jim & Beth Saul (2) 

Jereme Joseph Dudzinski by Mom & Dad (2) 

Sophie & Ben Dudzinski; Helen Koslosky; George Konick & Mike Backo by John & 

Marie 

Ronald A. Zeli by Martha & Family 

John & Libby Rosak by Toni 

Deceased Joseph Family Members by Toni 

All Pandemic Victims by Carol 



John Metz by Dave & JoAnn (2) 

Michael, Russell & Ed Ehko by Dave & JoAnn 

Paul Mica by Mariann (2) 

Deceased Family Members by Peter & Mary Stephanie 

Health & Safe Travel: 

Sarah Mica & Luke by Jim & Beth Saul 

Thanksgiving & God’s Blessings: 

For the Safety of James Warren by Jim & Beth Saul 

John & Marie 

Special Intentions: 

Merella Family 

Health, God’s Blessings & Guidance: 

Jacob & Elissa by Mom & Dad 

Health & Safety of: 

Zeli, Martin & Bertram Families by Mother Zeli 

Ava & Nathan by Baba & PapPap 

Jonathan, Jennifer, Jacob & Elissa by Mom & Dad 

All Parishioners of HROC by Dudzinski Family 

 


