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April 5, 2020 
 

Per the Holy Synod, the Archdiocese of Pittsburgh and  
His Eminence, Archbishop Melchisedek:   

Effective March 17, 2020 AND will extend until April 30, 2020: 
1. All parishes of this Archdiocese are to immediately cease all services, activities, social gatherings, 

etc. with the exception of 2 items below.  This closure will continue until the end of March at which 
time further directives will be issued by the Chancellor.  (This is a directive of the Bishop, NOT an 
option for the parishes.) 
a. Special services (i.e., funerals, baptisms, etc.) may only be held IF discussed with the Chancellor 

before scheduled – attendance is limited to immediate family ONLY. 
b. The Archdiocese has limited the opening of parishes to a few hours on Saturdays ONLY. 

Fr. Stephan will have our parish open Saturdays from Noon to 3 pm to offer parishioners time 
for private prayer and light candles.  (High risk individuals such as senior citizens, people with 
ongoing health problems and people not feeling well currently should not consider this act.)   

2. Confession are suspended, except for deathbed confessions.   

3. Informal spiritual discussions are permitted via phone and e-mails with Fr. Stephan. 

4. Fr. Stephan is available to his faithful in emergency situations, following personal safety protocols.  
However, he will not be able to visit his homebound during this health emergency period. 

5. Please contact Fr. Stephan if any Parishioner is in need of assistance in obtaining the basic staples of 
life since they cannot visit the grocery stores.  He has a group of volunteers ready and able to help! 

Please note, much care was used in making these decisions by His Eminence after much prayer, 
dialogue with members of the Holy Synod, consultation with medical professionals and lengthy 
conversations with the Chancellor.  These decisions were not made lightly!  We must eliminate the 
spread of this virus NOW!  His Eminence stated that out of “something bad, perhaps something good 
can come about” -- this period of limited interaction “opens the window of opportunity” to individually 
“plunge” into the quiet depths of Holy Lent by increased personal prayer, Bible study, and time with the 
myriad of “good” Orthodox material available through the Internet and our Orthodox bookstores.   

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of 
a sound mind.”  (2 Timothy 1:7) 
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Epistle (Resurrection) 
(Hebrews 9:11-14) 

But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and 
more perfect tabernacle not made with hands, that is, not of this creation. 

Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the 
Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 

For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the 
unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 

how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God? 

Gospel (Resurrection) 
(Mark 10:32-45) 

Now they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was going before 
them; and they were amazed.  And as they followed they were afraid.  Then He 
took the twelve aside again and began to tell them the things that would happen to 
Him: 

“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to 
the chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and 
deliver Him to the Gentiles; 

“and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him.  And 
the third day He will rise again.” 

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we 
want You to do for us whatever we ask.” 

And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?” 

They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the 
other on Your left, in Your glory.” 

But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you ask.  Are you able to drink 
the cup that I drink, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 

They said to Him, “We are able.”  So Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink 
the cup that I drink, and with the baptism I am baptized with you will be baptized; 



“but to sit on My right hand and on My left is not Mine to give, but it is for those 
for whom it is prepared.” 

And when the ten heard it, they began to be greatly displeased with James and 
John. 

But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who 
are considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. 

“Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among 
you shall be your servant. 

“And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 

“For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” 

Epistle (St. Mary) 
(Galatians 3:23-29) 

But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith 
which would afterward be revealed. 

Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. 

But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor. 

For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. 

Gospel (St. Mary) 
(Luke 7:36-50) 

Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him.  And He went to the 
Pharisee’s house, and sat down to eat. 

And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus 
sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 



and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with 
her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. 

Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, 
saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of 
woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” 

And Jesus answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.”  
So he said, “Teacher, say it.” 

“There was a certain creditor who had two debtors.  One owed five hundred 
denarii, and the other fifty. 

“And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.  
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” 

Simon answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.”  And He 
said to him, “You have rightly judged.” 

Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I 
entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet 
with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 

“You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the 
time I came in. 

“You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with 
fragrant oil. 

“Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved 
much.  But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” 

Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 

And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is 
this who even forgives sins?” 

Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you.  Go in peace.” 

 

*Next Sunday’s scriptures readings: 
Resurrection: Epistle:  Philippians 4:4-9 
 Gospel Reading:  John 12:1-18 

 



The Fifth Sunday of Great Lent:  

St. Mary of Egypt 

By Very Rev. Fr. Lawrence Farley 

Mary was born in the fifth century and lived as a prostitute in Alexandria from the 
age of twelve.  She was quite sick spiritually and often had sex with partners for no 
charge, engaging in all kinds of unnatural sexual practices.  One day when she was 
about twenty-nine years old, out of boredom, she followed a crowd heading for the 
Holy Land for the Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross.  She had no money and so 
paid for her passage by sleeping with the crew, consumed as she was with a desire to 
seduce as many as she could.   

With the crowd of pilgrims, Mary tried to enter the Church of the Resurrection but 
found herself physically unable to do so.  At last she understood—God Himself was 
rejecting her from His presence.  All the shame of her past came flooding upon her, 
and she broke down and wept.  Seeing an icon of the Theotokos, she prayed that if 
she might by Our Lady's intercession be allowed to enter, she would dedicate the rest 
of her life to holiness.  Then she effortlessly entered the church and venerated the 
Holy Cross there.  Mary then set out for the Palestinian desert, where she lived in 
seclusion and repentant prayer for the next forty-seven years. 

At first, she was tormented by vivid memories of her old life.  But she persevered in 
the struggle for holiness, depending on the intercessions of the Mother of God, and 
after seventeen years found sanctity and peace.   

At the end of the forty-seven years, a priest-monk named Zosimas chanced to find 
Mary during his journey in the desert during Great Lent.  He found her naked in the 
desert and, giving her his cloak to cover her, learned her story.  She prayed with him, 
and Zosimas was awestruck to see that when she prayed fervently, she was raised 
and floated over a foot off the ground.  She had received the gift of prophetic insight 
and knew all about him.   

Upon her request, he brought her Holy Communion on Holy Thursday of the next 
year.  She came to him, walking on the water of the Jordan River.  She received the 



Holy Mysteries and asked him to come to her again the next year.  Taking leave of 
him, she said, "Pray, for God's sake, pray for me and remember a miserable wretch." 

When Zosimas returned to her the next year, he found her dead, with the words she 
had traced in the sand before she died:  "Abba Zosimas, bury on this spot the body of 
humble Mary.  Return the dust to the dust and pray to the Lord for me."  The earth 
was too hard to allow him to bury her with no tools, but a lion came and dug in the 
earth a place for her grave.  Mary, formerly a wretched and sick prostitute, had 
become through repentance and grace a bride of the Kingdom.  She entered into 
glory about 530. 

St. Mary of Egypt's story is recounted as the Great Fast draws to its conclusion.  Her 
story inspires the faithful to repent of their sins, learning what a great reward awaits 
even the worst sinners as long as they come to God in repentance.  Her 
transformation reveals that no one is beyond hope, and that Christ wills to save and 
heal all. 

Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt 
 

 
 



Announcements from Fr. Stephan: 

1. Good news in the midst of the pandemic!  Fr. Stephan contacted Cathy, Buck’s wife, 
regarding how he was doing.  Last heard, Buck had contracted MRSA while in the hospital 
while recovering from his other health issue.  Cathy happily reported that Buck is doing very 
well and was able to come home from the hospital.  The day he was released just happened 
to his birthday.  What a birthday gift!  Please continue to remember all of our brethren in 
your prayers who are suffering at this time with various issues whether it may be health, job 
loss, financial, etc.   

2. Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Elwood City is permitted to keep their schedule of 
service. The services are closed to the public but they are all live streamed.  Follow this 
link to their YouTube channel: EllwoodCityChapel. 

3. The Synod has met this week to discuss actions as we continue to move forward.  
Unfortunately, there has been substantive change.  However, when there are updates, they 
will be communicated as soon as we receive them.  Matushka Denise continually updates 
our website and our Facebook page as changes are happening.  

4. Paska bread baking has been cancelled due to the situation. 

5. The request for parishioners to call friends and neighbors is working well.  I have received a 
lot of positive feedback from those who I have talked to.  We will need to continue to be in 
communication with each other as this continues.   

6. Because of the pandemic restrictions, it is even harder for our beloved home-bound to deal 
with the new social distancing guidelines.  Whether our loved ones are receiving care at-
home or in a facility, the current restrictions limit visitors to protect their health.  Now, more 
than ever, please brighten their day with a card or note.  Nothing fills a person’s soul with 
hope more than being remembered.  One little action can bring so much joy!  Please email 
Fr. Stephan if you would like an updated list of addresses for our shut-ins. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/EllwoodCityChapel/videos

