Holy Resurrection
Orthodox Church

222 Mary Street, Rostraver Township, PA
(Serving the faithful of Belle Vernon and surrounding areas)

Reverend Father Stephan Gresh
Cell Phone: (937) 869-8037
Rectory Phone: (724) 929-9194
Email: stephangresh@gmail.com
Ordained Reader
& Choir Master: Peter Merella: (724) 787-2031

Church website: www.hrocbv.org

December 27, 2020

Church Social Hall: (724) 929-7448

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Services

Fri., Jan. 1st

Feast of the Circumcision
St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea
Hours
8:45 am
Divine Liturgy
9 am

Sat., Jan. 2nd

Our Holy Father, St. Sylvester, Pope of Rome
Hours
8:45 am
Divine Liturgy
9 am
Great Vespers

Sun., Jan. 3rd

Holy Prophet Malachi
Hours
Divine Liturgy

7 pm
9:45 am
10 am

Epistle
(Galatians 1:11-19)
But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not
according to man.
For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation
of Jesus Christ.
For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of
God beyond measure and tried to destroy it.
And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being
more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called me
through His grace,
to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately confer with flesh and blood,
nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia,
and returned again to Damascus.
Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen
days.
But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

Gospel
(Matthew 2:13-23)
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until
I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him.”
When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt,
and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.”
Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry;
and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its
districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had determined from
the wise men.
Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying:
“A voice was heard in Ramah,
Lamentation, weeping, and great
mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children,
refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”
Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt,
saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for
those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”
Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.
But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region
of Galilee.
And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

*Take time to read the scriptures to prepare your heart and mind
for Sunday’s Liturgy.
Next Week -- Epistle:
Gospel Reading:

2 Timothy 4:5-8
Mark 1:1-8

Announcements:
Fr. Stephan and Matushka Denise wish to thank everyone who expressed holiday greetings through cards, gifts
and messages. May God grant you many rich blessings this Christmas and in the year to come!
Christmas Altar Candles: The following Altar Candles were presented by the following:

In Loving Memory of Jereme Joseph Dudzinski by Mom and Dad.
Matushka Denise has been working on the Livestream issue. We now have an account on Facebook so everything
should be working smoother. Below are three ways to watch services:
1. Via Livestreaming on Facebook.
2. Via the “Livestream page” on our website – no Facebook account needed!
3. After the service is over, the video will be uploaded to YouTube and will be available on the Video page
on our website.
If anyone is still encountering issues, please let Matushka know.
Next Parish Council meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2021 at 7 pm.
The Annual Parish Meeting has been penciled in for February 14, 2021 – date is subject to change.
The 2021 Church Calendars have arrived and are available in the vestibule today.
Don’t forget, we need to remember and visit our Home-Bound Parishioners especially over the holiday season!
See today’s bulletin insert for an UPDATED listing of our Home-Bound Parishioners. All of these folks are very
appreciative that their parish has not forgotten them and enthusiastically send their love to all here at HROC. If
you know of a person who needs to be added to it, please let Father Stephan know.
Perohi also available: Potato & Cheese ($7.50 a doz.) and Sweet Cabbage ($7.00 a doz.)

From Fr. Stephan:
Recently, parishioners, as well as friends, neighbors, and even strangers who recognize me as a member of the
clergy express their concerns in regards to the civil/political unrest as well as the corona virus situation.
Now, more than ever, we need to come together as the “Body of Christ” and let the “Light of Christ” shine
through us. I am going to ask that everyone in the parish add these special petitions to their daily prayers.
Again, we pray, O Lord, that You come to our aid now during the global spread of the Coronavirus and
be with the families of those who are sick and who have died. May the sick regain their strength and
health, and as they worry and grieve, defend them from further illness and despair. Heal us from our fear,
which prevents nations from working together and neighbors from helping one another. Give wisdom and
strength to our federal government, our state governments, together with the leaders of all nations, and
give them foresight to act with charity and true concern for the well-being of the people they serve. Give
them the added wisdom to invest in long-term solutions that will help prepare for and prevent future
outbreaks. O Lord hear us and have mercy.
Again, we pray, O Lord, that You be with the doctors, nurses, researchers, and all medical
professionals who seek to heal those affected and who put themselves at risk in the process. Heal us from
our pride, which can make us claim invulnerability to a disease that knows no borders. We pray that You
stay by our side in this time of uncertainty and sorrow. Whether we are home or abroad, surrounded by
many people suffering from this illness or only a few, we pray that You stay with us as we endure and
mourn, prepare, and persist. O Lord hear us and have mercy.
Petitions at the Augmented Litany in a Time of Civil Unrest
Again we pray for this country and for all its cities, towns, and countrysides that are riven by strife; for
all those who are victims of violence, of hatred and injustice, of disorder and unrest, and especially for
those who have been killed, that they might find their repose in thee; for all who are beset by anger and
fear; for those in civil authority and all who enforce the law; and for all the people of this land: for justice,
godly liberty, mercy, a peaceful life, and remission of our sins. O Lord hear us and have mercy.
Again we pray that all people of this land, its rulers and authorities, its citizens and all who reside here,
might be enlightened with the light of thy Gospel and thy commandments, unto peace and good order and
love for one another, so that we might easily and safely pass from our temporary homeland here to, our
true homeland with thee in heaven. O Lord hear us and have mercy.

Update from the Diocese and Fr. Stephan 11/19/20:
a) We will maintain social distancing. Every other pew has been taped off. This provides 6’3”
between rows. The center isle is 5’ wide so available rows alternate from side to side. For
right now, we are asking that two people sit in each pew unless they are a family group.
b) ** Masks and/or face shields are now a requirement while on church property for any
gatherings. However, when you come to communion, Fr. Stephan will wear a mask so that
you will be able to receive.
c) Fr. Stephan will use an individual spoon for each communicant. Every spoon will be cleaned
and sanitized by Fr. Stephan.
d) There will be NO congregating at the candle stand. The prayer/candle forms will be available
in the pews. Fill them out at your seats. Drop in basket at the candle area.
e) Father Stephan will no longer be calling to ask you to schedule for services. Being permitted
to have 40 per service helps situation greatly. If you are able to come on a Saturday from
time to time please do! This will open some additional spaces on Sundays making it possible
for everyone to start coming on a weekly basis.
f) The Church is cleaned and sanitized after each service. Please be considerate and make our
jobs easier. If you use a service book please leave it on the pew so that it can be sanitized.

